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L
IKE SO many corporate citizens, 

The Jamaican Bar Association 

(JAMBAR) has been pleased to 

contribute and ‘give back’ to Jamaican 

society in providing assistance for 

those in need.

The association was pleased to launch 

its project to provide pro bono legal ser-

vices to victims of domestic violence.

This initiative is in collaboration with 

Woman Incorporated, a well-known 

non-governmental organisation that 

creates ‘An Oasis of Support’, shelter 

services for women and girls in crisis.

This initiative accords with our motto 

of maintaining and strengthening the 

justice system in Jamaica and will pro-

vide assistance to such victims from the 

point of a report to the police.

The initiative was launched at the 

offices of The Jamaican Bar Association, 

78-80 Harbour Street, Kingston, on 

November 12, 2021, at 2 p.m. 

Since then, a team of attorneys has 

provided pro bono legal service for 

women needing care and protection 

through the court’s legal processes and 

assisting with matrimonial property 

and maintenance claims. The project is 

initially for three years, with the hope 

that the association’s services will be 

expanded after a review.

JAMBAR also maintains its associa-

tion with the Kingston Legal Aid Clinic, 

which provides pro bono legal services 

for citizens who have a civil dispute. 

This involves representation in the 

courts, property, accident, and debt 

claims, to name a few.

The association is now in the pro-

cess of actively assisting the clinic to 

improve its services.

Our outreach also extends to the 

provision of bursaries, on an annual 

basis, to law students attending the 

Norman Manley Law School, .

The association has, in the past, 

made donations to and has adopted 

basic schools out of proceeds from its 

fundraising ventures.

A donation will be made this year to 

a children’s home.

SOCIAL OUTREACH 
AND LEGAL AID

JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS

The Jamaican Bar Association held its annual general meeting on June 24, 2023, where it restated its 

support for the Caribbean Court of Justice replacing the Privy Council. From left: Aunette Francis-Barrett – 

assistant secretary;  Anthony Miller – office attendant:  Kevin Powell – elected vice-president; and John 

Bassie – elected president. 
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T
HE JAMAICAN Bar Association 

has maintained its vibrancy 

and vigilance as an institution 

protecting the rule of law and ad-

ministration of justice.

This is in keeping with the ob-

jects of the association, which are 

to strive for the maintenance and 

strengthening of the rule of law 

and human rights; protect the 

independence of judges and at-

torneys-at-law; look towards law 

reform and improvement of our 

legal system; offer service to our 

system of justice and to those in 

need of aid and protection; foster 

basic and continuing legal educa-

tion; and promote the integrity and 

good name of the legal profession 

in Jamaica.

Particularly over the past two 

years, the association has been 

prompt in voicing its concerns 

about proposed acts of Parliament, 

which tend to affect the rights of 

citizens and the administration of 

justice. Examples include the grant-

ing to the prosecution of the right of 

appeal; the proposal for pre-charge 

bail; the imposition of minimum 

mandatory sentences for a number 

of crimes; and issues concerning 

constitutional reform such as our 

final appellate court.

As such, press releases have been 

issued on all these matters to sen-

sitise the public and prompt all 

stakeholders to consider the points 

raised by the association, and the 

association has contributed to the 

parliamentary process of enacting 

legislation made in presentation 

before joint select committees.

The Jamaican Bar Association has, 

where appropriate, commented on, 

congratulated and criticised min-

istry and state officials for public 

statements concerning human 

rights and the administration of 

justice. This was done concerning 

the perceived proposal to deny bail 

entirely to persons charged with 

murder, the discussion on the legal-

ity of Government mandating vac-

cines to fight the COVID epidemic, 

the right of a citizen to jury trial, 

and so on.

The association is integral to 

overall governance, in the sense 

of its representations on various 

state bodies, including the Public 

Procurement Commission, the Legal 

Aid Council, the National Council on 

Drug Abuse, the rules committee 

for the Supreme Court and parish 

courts, and various other bodies.

The association is even part of 

the decision-making process as to 

who will sit on the Regional Judicial 

and Legal Services Commission, the 

body that appoints the judges to 

the Caribbean Court of Justice.

The Jamaican Bar Association, 

given its continued work, activ-

ism and contribution, is integral to 

the maintenance of the fabric of 

Jamaican society and the mainte-

nance of the rule of law.

CURRENT PERSPECTIVES

John Junor (left) and president, John Bassie.

Immediate past president Alexander Williams and his wife, Carol Watson-

Williams.

JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS
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Mr K.D. Knight, KC, accepts his award.

Mr Maurice Saunders accepts his citation. The citation is acccepted by the widow of Mr Donovan Jackson, and the firm of Nunes, Scholefield, Deleon & Co. 

Mr AJ Nicholson, KC, accepts his award. Mr Afeef Lazarus accepting his award.

Mr Earl Witter, KC, accepting his award. Mr John Leiba accepting his award. Ms Janet Nosworthy accepting her award.

JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS
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The panellists greet the convenor of the public lecture, Mrs Georgia Gibson-

Henlin, KC.

JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS

The citation is acccepted by the widow of Mr Donovan Jackson, and the firm of Nunes, Scholefield, Deleon & Co. 

Ms Deidre Benka Coker accepting the citation for Mrs 

Pamela Benka Coker, KC.

Mr Arturo Stewart accepting his award.

(From left) Past presidents: Jacqueline Samuels-Brown, KC, Emile Leiba, Jacqueline Cummings, John Bassie (current 

president), Hilary Phillips, KC (retired judge of appeal), Dr Lloyd Barnett, Alexander Williams, Arlene Harrison-Henry, KC, 

John Leiba.

Jamaican Bar Association donates to the Boulevard Baptist Church 

at the anniversary church service on May 7, 2023. Pictured are then 

president Alexander Williams (left) and Rev Devon Dick, pastor.
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JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS

Ms Justice Simmonds and Mr Lowell Morgan.

Immediate past president Alexander Williams accepting congratulations from 

president John Bassie.
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JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS

The Jamaican Bar Association staged a public lecture on constitutional reform, held at the Norman 

Manley Law School on June 15, 2023. Panellists included Hon Dr Peter Phillips and Dr Lloyd Barnett. 

From left: President Alexander Williams, Minister Marlene Malahoo-Forte, Dr Lloyd Barnett.

Attendees at the Jamaican Bar Association public lecture.The president of the Court of Appeal Mr Justice Patrick Brooks greets the panellists.

A light moment
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JAMBAR HIGHLIGHTS
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